Statement to the House of Lords - Amendment 40 & Golden Hay, Dumbleton
To the Members of the House of Lords,
We write from Dumbleton, a rural Gloucestershire village nestled in the Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, where we are deeply concerned about the recent decision to approve a housing development (Planning Application 23/00569/FUL) on land that has now been scientifically confirmed as an important wildlife habitat.
A recent independent acoustic bat survey, submitted as part of the planning objection process, identified 11 species of bats foraging on the threatened site including Barbastelle and Lesser Horseshoe bats, both UK Biodiversity Action Plan priority species. These findings directly contradict the developer’s ecological report, which failed to carry out proper surveys and claimed the site had “limited value to bats.”
Despite this, the development was approved with conditions that depend on future documents and mitigation that may never be meaningfully enforced.
The defeat of Amendment 40 in the Commons sends a troubling message to communities like ours: that the voices of nature, science, and local residents are secondary to short-term housing targets. This is not sustainable, and it is not just.
We urge you, as the Bill returns to the Lords, to reinstate Amendment 40 and stand firm in defence of the UK's precious and legally protected wildlife.
Our campaign, “Protect Dumbleton’s Bats” is not anti-housing. We are asking for the same thing Amendment 40 represents: that development is responsible, legal, and balanced against the biodiversity we risk losing forever.
Yours faithfully,
 [Name] [Surname]  
Concerned Resident
On behalf of Save Dumbleton Bats Campaign  
[Contact details]
